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ABSTRACT 

Year of 1558 was proved milestone in the history of Agra when it was declared 
Mughal capital and Akbar had settled the headquarter of his government at Agra. 
Since then it continued to enjoy the status of one of the capital cities even the transfer 
of government  headquarter to Shahjahanabad in 1648 A.D.did not affect its 
significance and status. As a capital city of Mughals, Agra rose to prominence and its 
expansion was tremendous. Its remarkable growth was noticed and reported by 
foreign travelers. The German Traveler Johann Albrecht von Mandelslo in 1638 A.D. 
considered it at least twice as big as Ispahan. Mughal Emperors from Babur to 
Aurangzeb, had built a large number of structure of varied type and shape and 
nature.These monuments include Mughal Mansions, Mosques, Gateway to Sarais, 

Riverside towers, Tomb buildings, Riverside Terraces, Gardens, Pillared Pavilions 
etc. Presently an attempt is made to study the CarwanSarai built by Nurjahan with the 
help of archaeological tools. The Sarai is situated between 27º12'25.12" north of 
latitude and 78º02'18.79" east of longitude in trans Yamuna Agra.  
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The Sarai is situated between 27º12'25.12" north of latitude and 78º02'18.79" east of 

longitude in trans Yamuna Agra. It can be located on the northern side of Ram Bagh or 
erstwhile baghinurafshan and southern side of  BulandBagh on the left bank of River Yamuna. 
On the eastern side of the Sarai, there passes National Highway No. 93 i.e. Agra Aligarh 
Highway.  
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Year of 15583 was proved milestone in the history of Agra when it was declared Mughal 
capital and Akbar had settled the headquarter of his government at Agra. Since then it 
continued to enjoy the status of one of the capital cities even the transfer of government  
headquarter to Shahjahanabad in 1648 A.D.4did not affect its significance and status5. As a 
capital city of Mughals, Agra rose to prominence and its expansion was tremendous. Its 
remarkable growth was noticed and reported by foreign travelers6. The German Traveler 
Johann Albrecht von Mandelslo in 1638 A.D7. considered it at least twice as big as Ispahan 
while others declared it as one of the biggest cities of the world8. River Yamuna known as 
Jun9 to Mughals was proved as a nucleus to the expansion of the city of Agra as its physical 
growth took place along the banks of the river. All the Mughal Emperors from Babur to 
Aurangzeb, had built a large number of structures of varied type, and shape and nature as 
per the status suited to Mughal capital. Basically these monuments are consisted of the 
structures of varied nature covering Mughal Mansions, Mosques, Gateway to Sarais, 

Riverside towers, Tomb buildings, Riverside Terraces, Gardens, Pillared Pavilions etc. 
Presently an attempt is made to study the CarwanSarai built by Nurjahan with the help of 

archaeological tools. 

CarwanSarai was built by NurJahan10 as she was authorized by Emperor to collect transit 
duties on all the commodities which were to be transported through water 11 . Foreign 
travelers who came to Agra in 17th century informed that the structure was composed of one 
storey building which at a one time could accommodate 500 horses and 2000 to 3000 
travellers with their staff12. 

The Sarai was built on the river bank as during Mughal period River Yamuna was used 
for water transportation. Besides, a trade route coming from Bengal got terminus at the point 
of Ram Bagh. The Sarai is built as an infrastructure to facilitate the trade and used to provide 
accommodation to the traders and trading caravans.  

The structure of the Sarai is aligned on east west axis though its eastern side is tilted 

towards southern side on plan13. Meaning by it is not exactly east west aligned. It occupies an 
oblong area measures 200 by 50.80 metres14. The Sarai is composed of a central courtyard, 

surrounding chambers along with fore corridors and two gateways15. The central courtyard 

                                                             
3.  AbulFazl, Akbarnama,trans. By H. Beveridge, Vol. II, Delhi, 1979, pp. 117-118,cf. AbulFazl, Ain-I Akbari, 
trans. By H.S. Jarrett, Vol. II, New Delhi, 1978, pp. 190-191. 
4. The Shah JahanNama of Inayat Khan, trans. By A.R. Fuller, edited and completed by W.E. Begley and Z.A 
Desai, Delhi, 1990, pp. 407-09. 
5.  Bernier, Francois, Travels in the Mogul Empire; AD 1656-1668, translated and annotated by Archibald 

Constable, 2nd edition revised by V.A.Smith, 1934, reprinted in LPP, Delhi, 2008, pp. 283-299. 
6.  Foreign Travelers such as F. Pelsaert, F. Bernier, P. Mundy, Tavernier, N. Manucci, J. Mandelslo had 

described the Agra and its growth as a city. 
7. Mandelslo, J., TheVouages and Travels of J. Albrecht Mandelsolo in East Indies, trans. By John Davies of 

Kidwelly, London, 1669, p. 35. 
8. Aziz, A., History of the Reign of Shah Jahan, Journal of Indian History, 7, 1928, p. 138. Cf Gupta, I.P., 
Urban Glimpses of Mughal India: agra; the Imperial Capital (16th& 17th Centuries) Delhi,1988, p.31.  
9 . Babur, Zahir-ud-Din Muhammad, Babur-Nama(Memoirs of Babur), trans. By A.S. Beveridge, 
1921.Repr.Low Price Publications, New Delhi, 2010,p. 485. 
10. Ebba Koch, The  CompleteTajMahal and the Riverfront Gardens of Agra, London, 2006, p. 37. 
11. R.Nath, Agra and Its Monuments,  The Historical Research Documentation Programme, Agra, 1997, p. 

165. 
12.  R.Nath, Agra and Its Monuments,  op.cit. 
13. See Figure-I. 
14. See Figure-I. 
15. See Figure-I and Plates I, II, III, IV, V & VI. 
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is of rectangular shape measuring 185 by 35.75 metres16. It is surrounded by the wings of 
chambers and verandah which is the part of corridor existing in front of chambers17. The 
northern wing of chambers and verandah is similar to that of southern wing while eastern is 
similar to the western wing.  

Two gateways have been built in the centre of western and eastern wings18. Gateway 
existing in the centre of western wing provides approach to the River while gateway of 
eastern wing provides access to land and locality existing on eastern side of Sarai19. These 
gateways are in dilapidated condition20. The eastern gateway is symmetrical to western one 
in orientation and dimension. These gateways are two bays deep and consist of three 
archways two on extreme end and one in between21. The archways are composed of big 
arches supported on stone door jambs22. Their roof has already collapsed but the fragments 
of lintels prove that these gateways were flatly roofed. In the construction of these gateways 
brick masonry was used except door jambs, lintels and arches which are built of stone.  

Northern and southern wings are composed of chambers and front verandah which are 
connected by arched gate with 1.10 metres wide span23. The inner chamber is of rectangular 
on plan measures 3.20 by 3.10 metres24. The chamber has concave ceiling above25. Front 
verandah which is a part of rotating corridor has an arched opening. The span of this arched 
opening is 1.90 metres26. Since the verandah is a part of rotating corridor, it is connected with 
other flanking verandahs by arched passage. The span of arched passage is 1.20 metres and 
its length is .80 metre27. The verandah has been built on oblong plan measures 3.10 by 2 
metres28. The verandah is surmounted by a concaved ceiling which is little higher than that 
of inner chamber. Northern and southern wings consist of 48 chambers excluding corner 
chambers 29 . The corner chambers of the wings i.e. chambers existed at the point of 
convergence of two wings at right angle are rectangular on plan and their entrance is fixed 
diagonally. It measures 6 by 5.30 metres30.  

So far as western and eastern wings are concerned, four chambers are existed on both 
sides of the gates31. These chambers and front verandahs are similar to that of northern and 
southern wings in orientation and dimension. Above the arched opening of the verandahs at 
roof level projected dropping eaves have been provided in all four wings32. These eaves are 
supported by stone brackets. These eaves have fallen down and only few pieces of stone 
brackets are still survived33. The structure of the Sarai has been destroyed totally leaving 

                                                             
16. See Figure-I and Plate I. 
17. See Figure-I and Plates III, IV & VI. 
18. See Figure-I and Plates I, II & III. 
19. See Figure-I and Plates I & II. 
20. SeePlates I & II. 
21. See Figure-I. 
22. See Plates VII, VIII & IX. 
23. See Figure-I and Plates VII, VIII & IX. 
24. See Figure-I. 
25. See Plates VII, VIII, IX & X. 
26. See Figure-I and Plates IV, VI & IX. 
27. See Figure-I. 
28. See Figure-I. 
29. See Figure-I and Plates III, IV & VI. 
30. See Figure-I. 
31. See Figure-I. 
32. See Plates IV &IX. 
33. See Plates IV &IX. 
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some portions in dilapidated condition34. These ruins of the Sarai are sufficient to study its 

space organization and its architectural and structural analysis.  

 

 
                                                             
34. See All Plates. 

FIGURE- I 
GROUND PLAN OF CARWAN SARAI 
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Pl. I. A View of Eastern Gate 

 

 
Pl. II. A  View of Western Gate  
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Pl. III. An Inner View of Western Gate & Northern View 

 

 
Pl. IV. A Closer View of Northern Wing 
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Pl. V. A View of North Western Wing 

 

 
Pl. VI. A General View of Southern Wing 
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Pl. VII. A View of Chambers and Cloister 

 
Pl. VIII. Another View of Chambers and Cloister 
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Pl. IX. A View of Southern Wing 

 

 
Pl. X. An inner view of Ceiling of theDome of the Chamber 


